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would solve all difficulties in its own path as by magic.
Worse still, Americans cannot assure life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness to negroes inside of the United
States. When the negro postmaster's house was set on
fire in the night in South Carolina, and not only he, but
his wife and children, were murdered as they came out,
and when, moreover, this incident passed without legal
investigation or punishment, it was a bad omen for the
extension of liberty, etc,, to Malays and Tagals by simply
setting over them the American flag. Upon a little
serious examination the off-hand disposal of an impor-
tant question of policy by the declaration that Americans
can do anything proves to be only a silly piece of bom-
bast, and upon a little reflection we find that our hands
are quite full at home of problems by the solution of
which the peace and happiness of the American people
could be greatly increased. The laws of nature and of
human nature are just as valid for Americans as for
anybody else, and if we commit acts we shall have to
take consequences, just like other people. Therefore
prudence demands that we look ahead to see what we
are about to do, and that we gauge the means at our
disposal, if we do not want to bring calamity on ourselves
and our children. We see that the peculiarities of our
system of government set limitations on us. We cannot
do things which a great centralized monarchy could do.
The very blessings and special advantages which we
enjoy, as compared with others, bring disabilities with
them. That is the .great fundamental cause of what I
have tried to show throughout this lecture, that we
cannot govern dependencies consistently with our polit-
ical system, and that, if we try it, the State which our
fathers founded will suffer a reaction which will trans-
form it into another empire just after the fashion of all